myself to make it in person. You must tell me if it be
quite impossible."

"Nothing should be impossible," Sosthenes said.

"We know that some things are inexpedient," Justinian
said. "I come to ask if your first performance might be
to-rnorrow? The Emperor asked, first, for three days
from now, but he wants the plan to be advanced. I have
to start to the East not later than a week from to-
morrow. That would give six full performances for the
Court and friends before going."

Sosthenes had an impassive pale face, and kept his
countenance. Theodora knew what he was feeling.

"Three different programmes, each given twice," he
said.

"That would be perfect," Justinian said.

"I'm afraid not," Sosthenes said. "It will be old work,
and it will not be perfect. But it shall be done. To-
morrow, then, at the time appointed for two days later.
We will be as ready as we can be. We will not fail you,
Prince, be sure."

Justinian said: "I know you will not. And believe me,
I well know what I have asked of you and of the
Company."

"No, no," Sosthenes said, "we know that it was you
who asked. We are very sensible of that. All shall be
well."

"Fll go, then. My uncle, I know, will be delighted
that you can do this. He asked me to express to you his
sense of your kindness, if you could undertake to do it."

Sosthenes went with him to the door and showed him
out of the theatre. He came back at once and called all
the company to the stage.

"We have to open to-morrow," he said. "The
Emperor and Court will be here. We open with the
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